Five Hundred Miles    traditional    key G
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  for strum pattern, see Discussion page 3
[Intro]
G G
[Verse 1]
       G                    Em           Am             C
If you missed the train I'm on, you will know that I am gone,
         Am               D              G       G
you can hear the whistle blow a hundred miles.
           G                Em               Am               C
A hundred miles, a hundred miles, a hundred miles, a hundred miles,
         Am               D              G      G
you can hear the whistle blow a hundred miles.
[Verse 2]
          G              Em             Am               C
Lord, I'm one, Lord, I'm two, Lord, I'm three, Lord, I'm four, 
           Am           D               G       G
Lord, I'm five hundred miles a way from home.
          G                Em              Am              C
Away from home, away from home, away from home, away from home,
           Am           D               G      G
Lord, I'm five hundred miles away from home.
[Verse 3]
       G           Em         Am           C
Not a shirt on my back, not a penny to my name.
        Am             D          G       G
Lord, I can't go back home this a-way.
      G        Em        Am        C
This a-way, this a-way, this a-way this a-way,
        Am             D          G       G
Lord, I can't go back home this a-way.

[Verse 4]
       G                    Em           Am             C
If you missed the train I'm on, you will know that I am gone,
         Am              D              G       G
you can hear the whistle blow a hundred miles.
           G                Em               Am               C
A hundred miles, a hundred miles, a hundred miles, a hundred miles,
         Am               D              G      G
you can hear the whistle blow a hundred miles.
[Outro]
         Am               D              G      G
You can hear the whistle blow a hundred miles.
         Am               D              G      G
You can hear the whistle blow a hundred miles.
         Am               D              G      G
You can hear the whistle blow a hundred miles.
For Five Hundred Miles, the feel is usually gentle folk / country in 4/4, so you’ve got a lot of flexibility. Here are several popular strumming patterns shown horizontally with counts so you can mix and match.



1) Basic Folk (great starting point)

Count:   1    2    3    4
Strum:   D    D    D    D



2) Classic Folk Pop (very common)

Count:   1    2    &    3    &    4    &
Strum:   D    D    U    D    U    D    U



3) “Down–Down–Up–Up–Down–Up” (same family as Let It Be)

Count:   1    2    &    &    4    &
Strum:   D    D    U    U    D    U



4) Country Folk Groove (a bit more bounce)

Count:   1    &    2    &    3    &    4    &
Strum:   D    -    D    U    -    U    D    U

(“–” = hand moves but doesn’t hit strings)



5) Boom-Chuck Feel (alternating bass + strum)

Count:   1    2    3    4
Strum:   D(bass)  D(strum)  D(bass)  D(strum)

👉 Hit a bass note on beats 1 & 3, then fuller strum on 2 & 4.



6) Soft Ballad Pattern (nice for slower versions)

Count:   1    2    &    3    4    &
Strum:   D    D    U    D    D    U

