I came across a guitar text pattern thats supposed to represent a strum pattern. Can you figure out what the strum pattern is and translate into say, timing? the text is "strum# # #$#$#$#$#$#$"

Assumption: the pattern string is exactly strum# # #$#$#$#$#$#$

I'll interpret symbols as:

· "strum" = a down strum on beat 1 (or the starting stroke)

· "#" = a full (down) beat strum

· "$" = an upbeat (e.g., an upstrum or an off‑beat subdivision)

Translate into a 1‑bar 4/4 timing with sixteenth‑note subdivisions (common simple mapping):

· Count sixteenth notes as 1 e & a 2 e & a 3 e & a 4 e & a

· Map "#" → a strum on a downbeat or on an & (played as a downstroke)

· Map "$" → an upbeat (the & between beats) played as an upstroke

Given the sequence after the initial "strum":

Pattern tokens: # # # $ # $ # $ # $ # $ #

Place them sequentially on sixteenth subdivisions starting at beat 1:

1. "strum" → beat 1 (1)

2. "#" → the & of 1 (1&)

3. "#" → beat 2 (2)

4. "#" → the & of 2 (2&)

5. "$" → the a of 2 (2a) — interpret as an upstroke on the 16th

6. "#" → beat 3 (3)

7. "$" → the & of 3 (3&)

8. "#" → the a of 3 (3a)

9. "$" → beat 4 (4) — (treated as upbeat here)

10. "#" → the & of 4 (4&)

11. "$" → the a of 4 (4a)

12. "#" → (next measure) beat 1 (1)

13. "$" → 1& of next bar

Rendered as timing (sixteenth‑note grid) with S = down, U = up:

· 1 (strum) — S

· 1& (#) — S

· 2 (#) — S

· 2& (#) — S

· 2a ($) — U

· 3 (#) — S

· 3& ($) — U

· 3a (#) — S

· 4 ($) — U

· 4& (#) — S

· 4a ($) — U

· (then repeats) 1 — S

· 1& — U

If you prefer a simpler 8th‑note feel (count "1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &"), an equivalent down/up sequence (D = down, U = up) across one bar becomes:

1 (D), 1& (D), 2 (D), 2& (D), 3 (D), 3& (U), 4 (D), 4& (U) — repeating with small variations on the last subdivision.

If you want, I can render this as standard strum notation (D / U symbols aligned to beats) or produce a playable metronome guide (e.g., timestamps at 120 BPM). Which would you like?

if I said the song was "Lay Down Sally" by Eric Clapton, would this affect your answer ?

Yes — knowing it's "Lay Down Sally" changes the mapping: that song uses a relaxed country shuffle / laid‑back 4/4 groove with a swung 8th feel (not strict straight sixteenths). So interpret your tokens as a shuffle pattern with downstrokes on the main beats and light upstrokes on the swung "&".

Suggested translation for one bar (4/4 swung 8ths, counted "1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &", where "&" is swung ≈ triplet "a" of each beat):

· "strum" = strong downstroke on 1 (bass note or full chord)

· "#" = downstroke on the following main subdivisions (beats 1&, 2, 2&, 3, 3&, 4, 4&)

· "$" = lighter upstroke on the swung "&" (the later triplet subdivision)

Place your sequence "strum# # #$#$#$#$#$#$" into one bar of swung 8ths like this (D = down, U = up; bold = stronger):

1: D (strum, strong) 1&: D 2: D 2&: U 3: D 3&: U 4: D 4&: U (continue remaining tokens into next bar as needed)

Practical playing tips to match "Lay Down Sally":

· Play with a shuffle swing (delay each "&" slightly — think triplet feel: 1 - a of 1).

· Use stronger downstrokes on beats 1 and 3, lighter downs on 2 and 4, and soft upstrokes on the swung "&".

· Keep the right hand loose and palm‑mute slightly for the laid‑back groove.

If you want, I can write this as a timed metronome guide (timestamps at a chosen BPM) or standard D/U notation aligned to beats. Which would you prefer?

lets see D/U

Assumption: one bar of 4/4 swung‑8th feel (Lay Down Sally). Map tokens sequentially into beats; use D = down (stronger on 1 & 3), U = up (lighter on swung &).

One-bar D/U (counted "1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &", & swung): 1: D (strum) 1&: D 2: D 2&: U 3: D 3&: U 4: D 4&: U

Repeat.

